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Executive Summary

Atthe request of the W ill County Land Use Department, acting as liaison for the Will Co unty Historic
Preservation Commission, Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. (WJE) has prepared this summary report
of the 2009 intensive survey of farmsteads in Wilmington Township in Will County, Illinois. Th e survey
included app roximately thirty -six square miles with 71 farmsteads and related sites containing more than
241 individual structures.

Of the 71 farmsteads identified in the current survey, eleven sites have the potential to b e considered for
Will Coun ty Historic L andmark design ation or li sting on the Nat ional Regi ster of Hi storic Places. The
present study al so id entified additional noteworthy sites th at are ex cluded from consideration as coun ty
landmarks since they are lo cated within the incorporated limits of t he City of Wil mington. In some cases,
the eligibility of the site would be enhanced if certain historic features were restored or non-historic cladding
materials such as v inyl siding were removed. Other sites have either been designated Contributing, which
means in the context of this report that they retain their overall character as historically agricultural sites but
lack ind ividual distinction; or Non-contributing, which indicates that the site lacks sufficient i ntegrity to
present the theme of agricultural history in the survey region. Due to the extent of suburban development in
these two townships, no potential historic districts have been identified as part of the present survey.

The Wilmington Township intensive survey was p erformed to update the previous survey of the township
performed in 1988. In the previous survey, 71 farmsteads and related sites were identified in the town ship,
containing at least 235 structures. Because of the rapid pace of contemporary development in Will County
since 1988, the Will ~ County Historic Preservation Commission recognized the need to reassess the
agricultural heritage of the region. WJE has p reviously completed nine intensive survey projects in twelve
of the County’s twenty -four town ships covering Wheatland—Plainfield-Lockport, Du Page, Ho mer, New
Lenox, Green Gard en, Manhattan, Frankfo rt, Joliet-Troy, and Chann ahon Town ships. Copies of th e
previous survey reports were p rovided to public lib raries and respective gov erning ag encies in the area.
Concurrently with the work in Wilmington Township, Jackson Township was also surveyed. Cumulatively,
the surveys have documented more than 5,000 structures on more than 1150 sites over approx imately 500
square miles of Will County. Performing a separate surv ey for each township has allowed more detailed
information to be co llected, such as individual photograph s o f each hist oric structure, an assessment of
current conditions, and preparation of site sketch plans. With the permission of property owners, the survey
work was performed with close-up access to the buildings, which allowed for close range photography and a
reliable identification of bu ilding materials. The survey data was compiled and an alyzed u sing dat abase
software and geographic information system (GIS) software.

In this repo rt, Chapter 1 contains a d escription of the project methodology. Chapters 2 and 3 provide the
historical and a rchitectural cont ext within wh ich th e surveyed farmsteads were e stablished, grew, were
reconfigured, and in so me cases were abandoned. Chapter 2 cov ers the histo rical context of Will Coun ty
agriculture, a s w ell as th e his torical development of Wilmingto n Townsh ip. Chapter 3  discusses th e
architectural context of the rural survey are a. Chapter 4 summarizes the survey re sults and includ es a
discussion of the National Register and Will County criteria for d esignation of h istorical and architectural
significance. Also in Chapter 4 are several tabulations of the survey results and an overview of a select
number o f historically and/or architectu rally significant farmstead s. A bibliography of research sources
follows the text. Append ices include historic and contemporary plat maps for Wilmington Township, and
maps developed for this report to present the results of the survey and research.
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Federal Assistance Acknowledgement

The activity which is the subject of the survey project has been financed in part with federal funds from
the Department of the Interior. However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or
policies of the Department of the Interior, nor does the mention of trade names or commercial products
constitute endorsement or recommendation by the Department of the Interior. This program receives
Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties Under Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act
of 1975, as amended, the U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race,
color, national origin, or disability or age in its federally assisted programs. If you believe you have been
discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility as described above, or if you desire further
information, please write to:

Office for Equal Opportunity
National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

or

Equal Employment Opportunity Officer
[llinoisHistoric Preservation Agency
One Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, IL 62701

s
QFE R,

AMERICA

Explere and Enpey e Fesihege
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CHAPTER 1
BACKGROUND AND METHODOLOGY
Background

At the request of the Will County Land Use Department, acting as liaison for the Will County Historic
Preservation Commission, Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. (WJE) has prepared this summary report
of the intensive survey of farmsteads in Wilmington Township in Will County, Illinois. A previous survey
of farmsteads in Will County was performed in 1988. Beginning in 1999, WJE has prepared intensive
surveys of individual townships in Will County. Previous townships surveyed included Plainfield,
Wheatland, and Lockport (completed November 2000), Du Page (November 2001), Homer (November
2002), New Lenox (August 2003), Green Garden (July 2004), Manhattan (September 2006), Frankfort
(December 2007), Joliet and Troy (April 2009), and Channahon (April 2009). Concurrently with this
study, the survey of Jackson Township was completed.

The objectives of the study are to provide comprehensive information on all historic rural structures
located in the area; to assess the eligibility of rural districts or individual buildings for designation as local
landmarks or nomination to the National Register of Historic Places; to inventory the existing structures
in the area for future study; to provide background on significant architectural styles and rural structure
types common to the area; and to provide background history of the development of the area. The present
study has been developed to meet the requirements and standards of the Certified Local Government
program.

Survey Methodology

Survey Team

The survey team from WJE consisted of Kenneth Itle, Michael Ford, Timothy Penich, and Deborah
Slaton. Mr. Itle served as Project Manager and developed the summary report and performed some field
survey work. Mr. Ford and Mr. Penich performed field survey work. Ms. Slaton was the reviewer of the
summary report.

Background Research

Work on the rural survey began in May 2009. Background research was performed at the State of Illinois
Library in Springfield, the University of Illinois Libraries, the Joliet Public Library, and the Wilmington
Public Library. In addition, extensive historic research materials compiled for previous Will County rural
survey reports were available.

Field Survey

A project initiation meeting was held to discuss the project approach and scope. An initial reconnaissance
survey was performed in May 2009 to identify existing farmstead sites. At that time, abandoned
farmsteads or farmsteads where demolition was threatened were surveyed to an intensive level. Intensive
field survey work was performed from May through August 2009. The survey team first approached the
primary residence on the site to request permission of the homeowner/tenant to conduct the survey on the
farmstead site. At sites where no one was home, or where owner permission was not provided, the site
was surveyed from the public right-of-way. Typically each structure on the site was photographed
individually using a digital camera. A sketch plan of the farmstead was prepared. Written notes for each
building included a listing of exterior materials, overall condition, and estimated decade of construction
based on structural type and style. Any history information provided by the owner, such as dates of
construction or names of original owners, was also noted.
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The field survey also included the documentation of 1940s-era structures on the Joliet Army Ammunition
Plant property, as well as documentation of pre-1940 foundations and other ruins in this area of
Wilmington Township.

Database and Base Map Preparation

Mapping for the survey was prepared using ArcGIS.' Baseline mapping showing railways, streams,
township boundaries, etc., as well as 2005 aerial photography of the survey area, was downloaded from
the Illinois Natural Resources Geospatial Data Clearinghouse internet site.”> Additional baseline data
showing roads and municipal boundaries was provided by the Will County Land Use Department.
Updated 2008 aerial photography was also provided by the Will County Land Use Department for
reference during the project. Individual points were added to the baseline map at the location of each
farmstead site surveyed. Each point represents a particular record in the Microsoft Access database. The
database contains all field survey information; historical information specific to each property, such as
names of previous owners based on historic atlases and plat maps; and the assessment of historic
significance. On the database forms, the “notes” field typically contains other miscellaneous observations
of the project team from the field work. Occasionally, this field contains verbal information for the
resident or another source; these are so noted.

Prior to inserting the digital photographs into the database, the photograph files were converted from
color .jpg files to reduced-size black-and-white .bmp files. The Microsoft Access database was used to
generate the property lists included in this summary report, as well as the individual survey forms. The
ArcGIS software was used to generate the maps of the survey area included in the appendix.

Presentations

A presentation of the survey results was made to the Will County Historic Preservation Commission
(HPC) on December 2, 2009, in Wilmington. This final summary report incorporated comments provided
by the HPC members and Will County staff on a draft of the report.

Report and Submittals

The summary report was prepared using Microsoft Word. Will County will be provided with the
following final materials under separate cover: printed copies of the final summary report; printed copies
of the individual property survey forms; digital photographs as original color .jpg files; ArcGIS mapping
files; Microsoft Access database file; survey sheets as .pdf file; and report text as Microsoft Word file and
pdf file.

Survey Gaps and Future Research

The present study is not meant to be a definitive review of the history of each property surveyed; rather,
based on historic research and field survey, the relative significance of each property has been assessed.
In the future, as new development or renovation work may affect particular properties, the history and
significance of the particular property should be researched in detail, using the present survey as a starting
point.

A detailed survey of the historic urbanized core of the City of Wilmington was beyond the scope of this
rural historic structures survey. The city contains numerous historically distinctive structures dating to as
early as the 1830s, and existing documentation of the historic resources of the city is limited.

L ArcGIS is one brand of GIS software. GIS stands for geographic information system, a computerized methodology
for organizing data geographically.
2 <www.isgs.uiuc.edu/nsdihome/>
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The present study focused on architectural features of the survey region. Other studies could be
undertaken to assess the archaeological potential of the survey region; to identify and assess cultural
landscape features such as fence rows, hedges, and earthworks; to study historic transportation
infrastructure and routes in detail; or to study particular architectural themes, such as limestone masonry
construction, in greater detail.

The present study also is focused on built structures of the historic period. Throughout Will County, and
particularly in Wilmington Township, are important archaeological sites. Pending further study, some of
these sites may be determined to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under
Criterion D for archeology. In particular, the Plenemuk Mound and adjacent archeological sites in
section 15 appear likely to be eligible for listing in the National Register.?

® The Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie website mentions a circa 1997 effort to list the site in the National
Register; however, for unknown reasons Plenemuk Mound was not listed at that time.
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