Rural Historic Structural Survey
of
Manhattan Township
Will County, Illinois

September 2006

for
Will County Land Use Department
and
Will County Historic Preservation Commission

Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.



Rural Historic Structural Survey
Manhattan Township
Will County, Illinois

TABLE OF CONTENTS

EXOCULIVE SUMIMIAY vii
Chapter 1 — Background and Methodology
BaCKOIOUNG 1
Survey Methodology 1
Survey Gaps and Future ReSearCh 2
Chapter 2 — Context History of the Rural Survey Area
Geologic and Topographic Background to the Illinois Region___ 3
First Nations in the HHiN0is ReQION. 4
The Arrival of EUropean Settlers. 5
Settlement and Development of Northeast Wlinois________ 9
Manhattan Township Development History 17
Chapter 3 — American Rural Architecture
Farmstead Planning 25
Development of Balloon Framing 25
MasONry CONStTUCH I ON 29
Classification of Farmhouses..~~.~ . 35
Development of the Barn 45
Chapter 4 — Survey Summary and Recommendations
Period of Significance: 184510 1070 65
SIGNI T CANCE 65
Potential Historic Districts, Thematic Designations, and Landmarks 69
SUIVEY SUMMAIY 71
Notable Farmsteads in Manhattan Township 95
BID OO AN 117
GlOSSalY 133
Appendix A: Historic Atlas and Plat Maps of Manhattan Township
Appendix B: 1939 aerial photography of Manhattan Township
Appendix C: Maps
Map 1 — Will County Key Map
Map 2 — Overview of Survey
Map 3 — Existing House Types
Map 4 — Existing Barn Types
Map 5 — Historical Significance
Map 6 — Proposed Manhattan-Green Garden Rural Heritage District
Map 7 — Proposed Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie Rural Buffer District
Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey
Manhattan Township v

Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.

ThIS wooden trestle now abandoned carrled the Wabash Railroad over Prairie Creek in Section 31 of Manhattan Townshlp
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Executive Summary

At the request of the Will County Land Use Department, acting as liaison for the Will County Historic
Preservation Commission, Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. (WJE) has prepared this summary report
of the 2005-2006 intensive survey of farmsteads in Manhattan Township in Will County, Illinois. The
survey included thirty-six square miles with 120 farmsteads and related sites containing more than 700
individual structures.

The earliest settlers of European descent established homesteads in Manhattan Township beginning in the
mid 1830s at Five Mile Grove. Intensive agricultural settlement did not begin, however, until the late 1840s.
Settlement increased following the construction of the Illinois Central Railroad in the early 1850s, and
Manhattan was organized as an independent township in 1853. The opening of the Wabash Railroad in 1880
led to the establishment of the village of Manhattan. Also, farmers in Manhattan Township were more
directly connected to markets in Chicago. With the construction of interstate highways in the 1960s,
suburban residential development began to occur in Manhattan Township. The growth of the village as a
residential community has greatly accelerated in the late 1990s and 2000s.

Of the 120 farmsteads identified in the current survey, two sites have already been listed as Will County
Landmarks: the John C. Baker Barn and the Paton School. Additionally, thirty-two sites have the potential
to be considered for Will County Historic Landmark designation or listing on the National Register of
Historic Places. In some cases, the eligibility of the site would be enhanced if certain historic features were
restored or non-historic cladding materials such as vinyl siding were removed. Other sites have either been
designated Contributing, which means in the context of this report that they retain their overall character as
historically agricultural sites but lack individual distinction; or Non-contributing, which indicates that the
site lacks sufficient integrity to present the theme of agricultural history in the survey region. Two potential
landmark districts were identified: one rural heritage district encompassing mainly agricultural land in
eastern Manhattan and western Green Garden Townships; and one buffer district encompassing historically
agricultural land adjacent to the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie southwest of Manhattan.

The Manhattan Township intensive survey was performed to update the previous survey of the township
performed in 1988. In the previous survey, 135 farmsteads and related sites were identified in Manhattan
Township, containing at least 800 structures. Because of the rapid pace of contemporary development in
Will County since 1988, the Will County Historic Preservation Commission recognized the need to reassess
the agricultural heritage of the region. WJE has previously completed five intensive survey projects
covering Wheatland, Plainfield, Lockport, DuPage, Homer, New Lenox, and Green Garden Townships.
Copies of the previous survey reports were provided to public libraries in the area. Cumulatively, the
surveys have identified over 3,400 structures on about 775 sites over 288 square miles of Will County.
Performing a separate survey for each township has allowed more detailed information to be collected, such
as individual photographs of each historic structure, an assessment of current building condition, and
preparation of site sketch plans. With the permission of property owners, the survey work was performed
with close-up access to the buildings, which allowed for close range photography and a reliable
identification of building materials. The survey data was compiled and analyzed using database software
and geographic information system (GIS) software.

In this report, Chapter 1 contains a description of the project methodology. Chapters 2 and 3 provide the
architectural and historical context within which the surveyed farmsteads were established, grew, were
reconfigured, and in some cases were abandoned. Chapter 2, Context History, covers the historical context
of Will County agriculture, as well as the historical development of Manhattan Township. Chapter 3
discusses the architectural context of the rural survey area. Chapter 4 summarizes the survey results and
includes a discussion of the National Register and Will County criteria for designation of historical and
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architectural significance. Also in Chapter 4 are several tabulations of the survey results and an overview of
a select number of historically and/or architecturally significant farmsteads. A bibliography of research
sources follows the text. Appendices include historic and contemporary plat maps for Manhattan Township;
and maps developed for this report to present the results of the survey and research.
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