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Four-over-Four 
The Four-over-Four basically consists of a central hallway flanked by two rooms on each side in a house 
two to two-and-a-half stories in height. This house type usually has a gable roof, with the ridge line 
running parallel to the front face. Exploiting balloon frame construction, the form was popular in the 
middle 1800s, although it returned during the vogue of the Colonial and Georgian Revival styles. A few 
Four-over-Four farmhouses were identified in Joliet Township.  
 

  
Left: This house at site 15 in section 27 of Joliet Township clearly exemplifies the Four over Four house type. Right: The house at 
site 20 in section 28 of Joliet Township is similar to the Four over Four type, with the addition of a front-facing gable. 
 
Gable Front 
The Gable Front house describes a variety of house types dating from the mid-1800s through the 1920s. It 
is similar to the Four-over-Four, except that the main entrance at the gable end facing the street or main 
approach. It is also similar to the Side Hallway type, and usually has a rectangular floor plan. Several 
Gable Front houses were observed in the survey area. 
 

  
Left: The house at the Rudd–McNally Farmstead, site 5 in section 24 of Joliet Township, is a typical example of the Gable Front 
type. This house was constructed circa 1907 (per tax assessor data). Right: A similar Gable Front type house is present at the 
Meyer Farmstead, site 12 in section 5 of Troy Township. 
  




