
  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey   
Homer Township  Bibliography – 1 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Previous Surveys 

In 1988, Will County performed a survey of unincorporated rural areas, documenting approximately 
4,867 structures dating from before 1945. The documentation, performed by architect Michael A. 
Lambert, consisted of black and white photographs and a completed information card utilizing a format 
established by the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency. Recorded information included the approximate 
age, architectural style, construction materials, noticeable additions or alterations, and overall condition 
of the structure. For most sites, survey data was gathered from the public right-of-way. In addition to the 
survey a report was prepared, “Historic Structures of Will County,” dated 1991. The report examined the 
overall rural themes present in the county and identification of noteworthy structures. 

In 1999, the Will County Land Use Department, acting as liaisons for the Will County Historic 
Preservation Commission, engaged Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. to perform an intensive survey 
of Wheatland, Plainfield, and Lockport Townships in northwest Will County, Illinois. In 2001, an 
intensive survey was performed of Du Page Township in Will County. The resulting reports, dated 
November 2000 and November 2001, respectively, were used as a basis for developing this report on 
Homer Township. 

Books, Articles, and Other Publications 

Adelmann, Gerald W. “A Preservation History of the Illinois and Michigan Canal.” In Illinois and Michigan 
Canal National Heritage Corridor: A Guide to Its History and Sources. Edited by Michael P. 
Conzen and Kay J. Carr. DeKalb, Illinois: Northern Illinois University Press, 1988. 

Agricultural Schedules for Illinois (7th Federal Census). 1850. Record Series 951.008, Illinois State 
Archives. 

In comparing cumulative data for Will County from the 1850 census with later census data, it 
should be noted that the land of Kankakee County was part of Will County until 1851. 

Agricultural Schedules for Illinois (8th Federal Census). 1860. Record Series 951.009, Illinois State 
Archives. 

Agricultural Schedules for Illinois (9th Federal Census). 1870. Record Series 951.010, Illinois State 
Archives. 

Agricultural Schedules for Illinois (10th Federal Census). 1880. Record Series 951.011, Illinois State 
Archives. 

Alberts, Amy D. “Athens Marble: The Rise and Fall of a Building Stone.” In Looking for Lemont: Place 
and People in an Illinois Canal Town. Studies on the Illinois and Michigan Canal Corridor, no. 7. 
Edited by Michael P. Conzen and Carl A. Zimring. Chicago: Committee on Geographical 
Studies, University of Chicago, 1994. 

Alvord, Clarence Walworth. The Illinois Country: 1673–1818. The Sesquicentennial History of Illinois, 
Volume One. Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 1920. 

Andreas, A.T. History of Chicago, from the Earliest Period to the Present Time. Three volumes. Chicago: 
A.T. Andreas, 1884. 



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.  
 

  Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey 
Bibliography – 2   Homer Township 
 

Arris Architects and Planners [Michael A. Lambert, principal author]. Dyer–Rathbun Farm, Bolingbrook, 
Illinois. October 1997. 

Bale, D. Andrew, editor. A Necrology of Will County Pioneers, 1886-1890. Wilmington, Illinois: 
Will/Grundy Counties Genealogical Society, 1992. 

⎯⎯⎯. A Necrology of Will County Pioneers, 1890-1897. Wilmington, Illinois: Will/Grundy Counties 
Genealogical Society, 1993. 

⎯⎯⎯. A Necrology of Will County Pioneers, 1902-1907. Wilmington, Illinois: Will/Grundy Counties 
Genealogical Society, 1994. 

⎯⎯⎯. A Necrology of Will County Pioneers, 1911-1921. Wilmington, Illinois: Will/Grundy Counties 
Genealogical Society, 1998. 

Benedetti, Michael M. “Urban and Municipal Development, 1836-1900.” In Lockport Legacy: Themes in 
the Historical Geography of an Illinois Canal Town. Edited by Michael P. Conzen and Adam R. 
Daniel. Chicago: University of Chicago, 1990. 

Berg, Donald J. American Country Building Design. New York: Sterling Publishing Co., 1997. 

Bingle, James D, compiler. Bolingbrook Does Too Have a History. Bolingbrook, Illinois: Bolingbrook 
Historical Society, n.d. [circa late 1970s]. 

⎯⎯⎯. Bolingbrook Has Even More History. Bolingbrook, Illinois: Bolingbrook Historical Society, n.d. 
[circa 1980]. 

⎯⎯⎯. Bolingbrook Keeps Making History. Bolingbrook, Illinois: Bolingbrook Historic Preservation 
Commission, n.d. [circa 1995]. 

Blair, Emma Helen [translator and editor]. The Indian Tribes of the Upper Mississippi Valley and Region 
of the Great Lakes. 1911. Reprint, Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, 1996. 

Block, Daniel Ralston. “The Development of Regional Institutions in Agriculture: The Chicago Milk 
Marketing Order.” Ph.D. diss., University of California at Los Angeles, 1997. 

“Bolingbrook Parade Huge Success.” Bolingbrook Beacon. 29 September 1966, 

Britt, Albert. An America That Was: What Life Was Like on an Illinois Farm Seventy Years Ago. Barre, 
Massachusetts: Barre Publishers, 1964. 

Bruce, Alfred, and Harold Sandbank. A History of Prefabrication. Research Study 3. Raritan, New 
Jersey: John B. Pierce Foundation, Housing Research Division, 1945. 

Calkins, Charles F. The Barn as an Element in the Cultural Landscape of North America: A Bibliography. 
Monticello, Illinois: Vance Bibliography, September 1979. 

Campbell, H. Colin. “Concrete Silo Construction.” Hoard’s Dairyman (21 February 1919): 200. 

Carter, Deane G. and W.A. Foster. Farm Buildings, 3rd ed. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1941. 



  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey   
Homer Township  Bibliography – 3 
 

Caton, John Dean. Miscellanies. Boston: Houghton, Osgood and Company, 1880. 

Chicoine, David Lyle. “Farmland Values in an Urban Fringe: An Analysis of Market Data from Will 
County, Illinois.” Ph.D. diss., University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 1979. 

The Code of Country Living. Bloomington, Illinois: Illinois Farm Bureau, 1999. 

Clark, W.L., Moline Plow Company, to John Frazer, Lockport, Illinois. 7 April 1913. Letter contained in 
“Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, 
Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy 
Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

Colton, J.H. (Joseph Hutchins). Colton’s Railroad & Township Map, Western States Compiled from the 
United States Surveys. New York, 1853. 

Concrete for the Farmer. Chicago: Universal Portland Cement Co., 1914. 

Concrete on the Dairy Farm. N.p.: Portland Cement Association, n.d. [circa 1920s]. 

Concrete Silos: A Booklet of Practical Information for the Farmer and Rural Contractor. Chicago: 
Universal Portland Cement Co., 1914. 

Conzen, Michael P. “1848: The Birth of Modern Chicago.” In 1848: Turning Point for Chicago, Turning 
Point for the Region. Chicago: The Newberry Library, 1998.  

Cooley, Verna. “Illinois and the Underground Railroad to Canada.” Transactions of the Illinois State 
Historical Society XXIII (1916). 

Coppa & Avery Consultants. Farm Architecture: A Guide to Farmhouses and Buildings. Monticello, 
Illinois: Vance Bibliography, April 1982. 

Cremin, Dennis H. “The Region in 1848: A View Down the I&M Canal Corridor.” In 1848: Turning 
Point for Chicago, Turning Point for the Region. Chicago: The Newberry Library, 1998. 

Cultural & Historical Preservation Plan. Will County, Illinois: Will County Regional Planning 
Commission, 1976. 

Curtis, Mitchell. “Will County Settler Built 1st Steel Plow.” Chicago Daily News, 8 May 1936. Article 
contained in “Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel 
Plow, 1833, Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by 
Dorothy Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public 
Library. 

Danckers, Ulrich, and Jane Meredith. Early Chicago. River Forest, Illinois: Early Chicago, Incorporated, 
1999. 

Davis, James E. Frontier Illinois. Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1998. 



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.  
 

  Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey 
Bibliography – 4   Homer Township 
 

“Disputes Claim Made by Deeres.” Joliet Daily News, 11 December 1912. Article contained in “Materials 
and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, Yankee 
Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy Frazer 
Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public Library.  

Doane Ideas on Farm Buildings. St. Louis: Doane Agricultural Service, 1955. 

Doershuk, John. Plenemuk Mound and the Archaeology of Will County. Illinois Cultural Resources Study 
No. 3. Springfield, Illinois: Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, 1988. 

Drury, John. This is Will County, Illinois. The American Aerial County History Series, No. 26. Chicago: 
The Loree Company, 1955. 

Duddy, Edward A. Agriculture in the Chicago Region. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1929. 

Ekberg, Carl J. French Roots in the Illinois Country: The Mississippi Frontier in Colonial Times. Urbana, 
Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 1998. 

Eichelberger, Elizabeth. “Octogenanian [sic] Tells How it Used To Be in the Old Days.” Bolingbrook 
Beacon. 17 November 1971, p. 6. 

Ellis, Edward Robb. A Nation in Torment: The Great American Depression, 1929-1939. 1970. Reprint 
New York: Kodansha International, 1995.  

Eulogy of Eliza Wells. 1892. Collection of Faye (Rodgers) Schroll. 

Family Tree of Pearl E. (Wells) Rodgers. Collection of Faye (Rodgers) Schroll. 

Farm Buildings. Chicago: Sanders Publishing, 1905.  

Farm Buildings. Chicago: Sanders Publishing, 1911. 

Farm Buildings: How to Build Them. Charles City, Iowa: W.E. Frudden, 1916. 

Farm Buildings: New and Enlarged Edition. Chicago: The Breeder’s Gazette, 1913. 

“Farmers’ Hall of Fame.” Unknown newspaper, 1913. Article contained in “Materials and Historical Data 
Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, Yankee Settlement, Homer 
Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy Frazer Francis, Manhattan, 
Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

Farrington, Leslie Joseph. “Development of Public School Administration in the Public Schools of Will 
County, Illinois, As Shown in a Comparison of Three Selected Years: 1877, 1920, and 1965.” 
Ph.D. diss., Northern Illinois University, 1967. 

Fetherston, David. Farm Tractor Advertising In America: 1900-1960. Osceola, Wisconsin: Motorbooks 
International, 1996. 



  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey   
Homer Township  Bibliography – 5 
 

“Find Old Likeness of Giant Plowman.” Unknown Joliet, Illinois, newspaper, 11 June 1913. Article 
contained in “Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel 
Plow, 1833, Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by 
Dorothy Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public 
Library. 

“The First Steel Plow.” The Farm Home 39 (August 1913). The article includes an account by Dr. John F. 
Daggett on the creation of the first steel plow, read at the ninth annual meeting of the old soldiers of 
Will County, 1890. It is contained in “Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the 
Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will 
County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the 
collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

Fisher, D.J. Geology and Mineral Resources of the Joliet Quadrangle. Bulletin No. 51 of the Illinois State 
Geological Survey. Urbana, Illinois, 1925. 

Fitzgerald, Deborah. “Farmers Deskilled: Hybrid Corn and Farmers’ Work.” In Technology and 
American History: A Historical Anthology from “Technology & Culture.” Edited by Stephen H. 
Cutcliffe and Terry S. Reynolds. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997. 

Foster, W.A. “Silo Types and Essentials.” Hoard’s Dairyman (21 February 1919): 201, 216, 217, and 
232. 

Francis, Dorothy Frazer. “John Lane: Inventor of the First Steel Plow, 1833.” 1995. Manuscript in the 
collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

Gardner, John S., editor. The Fitzpatrick Homestead: A University of Illinois Case Study in Recording 
Historic Buildings. Springfield, Illinois: Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, n.d.  

Genealogical and Biographical Record of Will County, Illinois. Chicago: Biographical Publishing 
Company, 1900. 

Goldthwait, James Walter. Physical Features of the Des Plaines Valley. Illinois State Geological Society 
Bulletin No. 11. Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois, 1909. 

Gordon, Stephen C. How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory. Columbus, Ohio: Ohio Historical 
Society, 1992. 

Halsted, Dr. Byron D., and Edwin C. Powell, editors. Barn Plans and Outbuildings. New York: Orange 
Judd Company, 1917. 

Hardick, Jane E. “Suburbanization and Annexation since 1930.” Time and Place in Joliet: Essays on the 
Geographical Evolution of the City. Edited by Michael P. Conzen. Chicago: University of Chicago, 
1988. 

Harris, Emily J. Prairie Passage: The Illinois and Michigan Canal Corridor. Urbana, Illinois: University 
of Illinois Press, 1998. 



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.  
 

  Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey 
Bibliography – 6   Homer Township 
 

Hartwell, Levi, Altamont, Kansas, to Nelson Lynk, Home Insurance Company, Manhattan, Illinois. 11 
May 1937. Letter contained in “Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor 
of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, 
Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of 
the New Lenox Public Library. 

Herath, Jean L. Indians and Pioneers: A Prelude to Plainfield, Illinois. Hinckley, Illinois: The Hinckley 
Review, 1975. 

Historic American Buildings Survey IL-311, Town of Lemont. 

Historic American Engineering Record IL-18, Joliet Army Ammunition Plant. 

“Historical Marker Commemorates Old Barber’s Corners of the Past.” Bolingbrook Beacon. 12 
September 1979, p. 4. 

The History and Genealogy of the Family John and Jane Hall Patterson of Kirtlehead, Dumfriesshire, 
Scotland. N.p., n.d. 

History of Du Page County, Illinois. Aurora, Illinois: Knickerbocker & Hodder, 1877. 

A History of Plainfield “Then and Now.” N.p., n.d. 

History of State Departments, Illinois Government, 1787–1943. Compiled by Margaret C. Norton, Illinois 
State Archives. 

“Homer Benefactor Formally Nominated.” Unknown newspaper, 1913. Article contained in “Materials 
and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, Yankee 
Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy Frazer 
Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

“Homer’s Roll of Honor.” Lockport, Illinois: Will County Historical Society, October 1973. 

“Honor Inventor of First Plow.” Unknown Joliet, Illinois, newspaper, 26 November 1915. Article 
contained in “Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel 
Plow, 1833, Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by 
Dorothy Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public 
Library. 

House Joint Resolution 388, 75th Congress, 1st Session, 27 May 1937. Article contained in “Materials and 
Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, Yankee 
Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy Frazer 
Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

“How to Make and Sell Concrete Silo Staves.” Concrete (October 1927): 32-35. 

Hrpcha, Mabel. Romeoville, Illinois. N.p., 1967. 

Hull, Harry H. “John Lane, Blacksmith.” 1994. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public 
Library. 



  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey   
Homer Township  Bibliography – 7 
 

Illinois Department of Public Works and Buildings, Division of State Parks. Illinois Park, Parkway and 
Recreational Area Plan. Chicago: Illinois State Planning Commission, 1938. 

“Illinois-Michigan Canal Reaches Century Mark.” Illinois Public Works 6, no. 2 (summer 1948): 14–16. 

Illinois Place Names. Edited by William E. Keller and compiled by James N. Adams with an addendum 
by Lowell E. Volkel. Springfield, Illinois: Illinois State Historical Society, 1989. 

Illinois Public Domain Land Tract Sales Database, website located at http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/ 
departments/archives/genealogy/landsrch.html (State of Illinois Secretary of State). 

Jackson, Kenneth T. Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1985. 

Jessup, Theodore. “Starved Rock and Its Neighborhood.” Transactions of the Illinois State Historical 
Society XI (1906).  

“Joe Henebry Celebrates 25 Years at Plainfield.” Farmer’s Elevator Guide. 5 April 1937. 

“The John Lane Steel Plow Tradition.” Farm Implement News 58, no. 12 (17 June 1937). Article 
contained in “Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel 
Plow, 1833, Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by 
Dorothy Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public 
Library. 

Johnson, A.N. “Cost of a System of Durable Roads for Illinois.” The Eighteenth Annual Report of the 
Illinois Farmers’ Institute. Edited by H.A. McKeene. Springfield, Illinois: Illinois State Journal 
Company, 1913. 

Jones, Edward Richard. Farm Structures. Madison, Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Press, 1933. 

Kallick, Sonia Aamot. Lemont and Its People, 1673–1910. Louisville, Kentucky: Chicago Spectrum 
Press, 1998. 

Kane County Development Department, Planning and Projects Division. Built for Farming: A Guide to 
the Historic Rural Architecture of Kane County. N.p., 1991. 

Keyes, Jonathan J. “Agricultural Hinterland: A Profile of the Lemont Township Community in 1860.” In 
Looking for Lemont: Place and People in an Illinois Canal Town. Studies on the Illinois and 
Michigan Canal Corridor, no. 7. Edited by Michael P. Conzen and Carl A. Zimring. Chicago: 
Committee on Geographical Studies, University of Chicago, 1994.  

King, M.L. “Planning the Silo.” The Eighteenth Annual Report of the Illinois Farmers’ Institute. Edited 
by H.A. McKeene. Springfield, Illinois: Illinois State Journal Company, 1913. 

Knight, Robert, and Lucius Zeuch. “Mount Joliet: Its Place in Illinois History and Its Location.” Journal 
of the Illinois State Historical Society 23, no. 1 (April 1930). 

Krey, Frank, and J.E. Lamar. Limestone Resources of Illinois. Urbana, Illinois: State of Illinois 
Department of Registration and Education, Division of the State Geological Survey, 1925. 



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.  
 

  Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey 
Bibliography – 8   Homer Township 
 

Lamb, John. Lockport, Illinois: The Old Canal Town. Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia, 1999. 

Lambert, Michael A. “Rural Crossroads: Meaning and Architecture.” [Master’s degree student paper, 
University of Illinois, 1985.] 

Lockport, Illinois: An HCRS Project Report. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, n.d.  

Lockwood, Charles. “Sprawl.” Hemispheres. September 1999. 

Lynk, Nelson, Home Insurance Company, Manhattan, Illinois. [1936?] Transcription of letter by Sam 
Hartwell, son of Levi Hartwell, contained in “Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, 
the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will 
County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the 
collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

MacMillan, Thomas C. “The Scots and Their Descendants in Illinois.” Transactions of the Illinois State 
Historical Society XXVI (1919).  

Martin, R.E. “Steel Bin Design for Farm Storage of Grain.” Agricultural Engineering (April 1940): 144 
and 146. 

Maue, August. History of Will County, Illinois. Indianapolis: Historical Publishing, 1928. 

McHugh, F.D., Scientific American, to F.A. Wirt, J.I. Case Company. 13 May 1937. Letter contained in 
“Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, 
Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy 
Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

McKeene, H.A., editor. The Eighteenth Annual Report of the Illinois Farmers’ Institute. Springfield, 
Illinois: Illinois State Journal Co., State Printers, 1914. 

Meyer, Douglas K. Making the Heartland Quilt: A Geographical History of Settlement and Migration in 
Early-Nineteenth Century Illinois. Carbondale, Illinois: Southern Illinois University Press, 2000. 

The Midwest Farm Handbook. Ames, Iowa: Iowa State College Press, 1957. 

Morrison, Olin Dee. Prairie State, A History: Social, Political, Economical. Athens, Ohio: E. M. 
Morrison, 1960. 

Naperville Centennial. Naperville, Illinois: Fort Payne Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, 1931. 

National Register Bulletin 15. How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. Washington, 
D.C.: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Cultural Resources Division, 1997. 

National Register Bulletin 30. Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes. 
Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Interagency Resources 
Division, n.d. 

Neth, Mary. Preserving the Family Farm: Women, Community, and the Foundations of Agribusiness in 
the Midwest, 1900-1940. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995. 



  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey   
Homer Township  Bibliography – 9 
 

Noble, Allen G., and Richard K. Cleek. The Old Barn Book: A Field Guide to North American Barns & 
Other Farm Structures. New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1995. 

Noble, Allen G., and G.H. Wilhelm, editors. Barns of the Midwest. Athens, Ohio: University of Ohio 
Press, 1995. 

Noble, Allen G. Wood, Brick, & Stone. The North American Settlement Landscape, Volume 2: Barns and 
Farm Structures. Amherst, Massachusetts: University of Massachusetts Press, 1984. 

Obituary of John Lane. Scientific American (21 November 1857). Article contained in “Materials and 
Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, Yankee 
Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy Frazer 
Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

Opie, John. The Law of the Land: Two Hundred Years of American Farmland Policy. Lincoln, Nebraska: 
University of Nebraska Press, 1987. 

“Order Tablets to Mark Spots of Early Work.” Unknown newspaper, 1915. Article contained in 
“Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, 
Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy 
Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

Ott, Elmer F. “Old Hickory School in Du Page First in Will County.” Joliet Herald-News. 27 October 
1962, p. 7. 

Peck, J.M. A Gazetteer of Illinois, in Three Parts: Containing a General View of the State, a General 
View of Each County, and a Particular Description of Each Town, Settlement, Stream, Prairie, 
Bottom, Bluff, Etc.; Alphabetically Arranged. Philadelphia: Grigg & Elliot, 1837. 

Peek, B.F., Deere and Company, to Paul M. Angle, Illinois State Historical Library, 14 September 1937. 
Article contained in “Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] 
First Steel Plow, 1833, Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” 
compiled by Dorothy Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New 
Lenox Public Library. 

Peterson, Fred W. Homes in the Heartland: Balloon Frame Farmhouses of the Upper Midwest, 1850-
1920. Lawrence, Kansas: University Press of Kansas, 1992. 

Plans for Concrete Farm Buildings. N.p.: Portland Cement Association, n.d. [circa 1920s]. 

Portrait and Biographical Album of Will County, Illinois. Chicago: Chapman Bros., 1890. 

Pote, Linda T. “ ‘The Celebrated Joliet Marble Fields’: An Historical Geography of the Lower Des 
Plaines Valley Limestone Industry.” Time and Place in Joliet: Essays on the Geographical 
Evolution of the City. Edited by Michael P. Conzen. Chicago: University of Chicago, 1988. 

Prairie Farmer’s Reliable Directory of Farmers and Breeders of Will and Southern Cook Counties, 
Illinois. Chicago: Prairie Farmer Publishing Company, 1918. 

Prasad, Janet. “Boxed In.” Homer Glen, Lockport, and Lemont Sun. 2 May 2002. 



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.  
 

  Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey 
Bibliography – 10   Homer Township 
 

Radford, William A. Cement Houses and How to Build Them. Chicago: The Radford Architectural 
Company, n.d. [Circa 1910s.] 

Roe, Keith E. Corncribs in History, Folklife, and Architecture. Ames, Iowa: Iowa State University Press, 
1988. 

Roll of Property Owners in Will County, Illinois, in the Year 1842. Will County, Illinois: Will County 
Historical Society, 1992. 

Rowley, Alfred. “Early Recollections.”  

Salamon, Sonya. Prairie Patrimony: Family, Farming, & Community in the Midwest. Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina: University of North Carolina Press, 1992. 

Sanders, J.H. Practical Hints About Barn Building. Chicago: J.H. Sanders, 1892. 

Shaw, Fayette Baldwin, Ph.D. Will County Agriculture. Will County Historical Society, 1980. [This 
publication is “a selected portion of a thesis written and submitted by Dr. Shaw in partial fulfillment 
of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philisophy, Harvard University, 1933.”] 

Silos: Types and Construction. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1948. 

Simpson, Pamela H. Cheap, Quick, & Easy: Imitative Architectural Materials, 1870-1930. Knoxville: 
University of Tennessee Press, 1999. 

Small Farm Buildings of Concrete: A Booklet of Practical Information for the Farmer and Rural 
Contractor. Chicago: Universal Portland Cement Co., 1914. 

Smith & Betts Farm and Building Book. Chicago: The Radford Architectural Company, 1915. 

Souvenir of Settlement and Progress of Will County, Illinois: A Review. Chicago: Historical Directory 
Publishing, 1884. 

Souvenir Sketch of the Wheatland Plowing Match with Programme for Meeting of 1898. Joliet, Illinois: 
Republican Printing Co., 1898. 

“Splendid Review by Mrs. J.D. Frazer, the Oldest Pioneer.” 1906. Article transcription contained in 
“Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, 
Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy 
Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

Sprague, Paul E. “Chicago Balloon Frame: The Evolution During the 19th Century of George W. Snow’s 
System for Erecting Light Frame Buildings from Dimension Lumber and Machine-made Nails.” 
The Technology of Historic American Buildings. Edited by H. Ward Jandl. Washington, D.C.: 
Foundation for Preservation Technology for the Association for Preservation Technology, 1983. 

Spies, L.A. “How to Make Money Dairying on Land Worth Two Hundred Dollars per Acre.” The 
Eighteenth Annual Report of the Illinois Farmers’ Institute. Edited by H.A. McKeene. Springfield, 
Illinois: Illinois State Journal Company, 1913. 



  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey   
Homer Township  Bibliography – 11 
 

Sproat, Iva Gillett. Heritage of Faith, Heritage of Land. Coal City, Illinois: Bailey Printing and 
Publishing Company, 1983.  

“State May Honor Name of Late John Lane Sr.” Unknown newspaper, 1913. Article contained in 
“Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, 
Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy 
Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

Sterling, Robert E. A Pictorial History of Will County: Volume I. Joliet, Illinois: 2H Printing, 1975. 

Sterling, Robert E. A Pictorial History of Will County: Volume II. Joliet, Illinois: Will County Historical 
Publications Company, 1976. 

Stevens, W.W. Past and Present of Will County, Illinois. Chicago: S.J. Clarke Publishing, 1907. 

Stewart, John T. Engineering on the Farm: A Treatise on the Application of Engineering Principles to 
Agriculture. Chicago: Rand McNally and Co., 1923. 

“ ‘Stop Deere,’ Lane Slogan in Plow Dispute.” Unknown newspaper, [1937?]. Article contained in 
“Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, 
Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy 
Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

Storm, Alice C. Doctor Conrad Will. Joliet, Illinois: Louis Joliet Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, 1917. 

Tanner, Helen Hornbeck, editor. Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History. Norman, Oklahoma: University of 
Oklahoma Press, 1987. 

Taylor, Florence Walton. “Culture in Illinois in Lincoln’s Day.” Transactions of the Illinois State 
Historical Society 42 (1935). 

Teska Associates, Inc., and Will County Land Use Department, Planning Division. Will County Land 
Resource Management Plan. October 1990, amended November 1996. 

“The Tool Which Holds a World in Debt.” Farm Implement News (6 February 1913). Article contained in 
“Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel Plow, 1833, 
Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by Dorothy 
Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

Towsley, Genevieve. “A Letter from Fort Payne,” in A View from Historic Naperville, N.p., n.d. 

⎯⎯⎯. “Pioneer Triumvirate on East Branch of Du Page.” Naperville Sun. Part I, 12 September 1979; 
part II, 14 September 1979. 

United States Department of Agriculture. Yearbook of Agriculture. Washington, DC: United States 
Government Printing Office, 1936. 

United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service. Draft Environmental Impact Statement, Midewin 
National Tallgrass Prairie Land and Resource Management Plan. Wilmington, Illinois, 7 May 
2001. 



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.  
 

  Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey 
Bibliography – 12   Homer Township 
 

United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 

Eleventh Census of the United States: 1890. Part 3: Agriculture. Washington, D.C. 

Twelfth Census of the United States: 1900. Census of Agriculture. Washington, D.C.: 1901. 

Thirteenth Census of the United States: 1910. Census of Agriculture. Washington, D.C.: 1914. 

Fourteenth Census of the United States: 1920. Agriculture: Part V: General Report and Analytical 
Tables. Washington, D.C.: 1922. 

Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1930.  

Agriculture, Volume I: Farm Acreage and Farm Values by Township or Other Minor Civil 
Divisions. Washington, D.C.: 1931. 

Agriculture, Volume II: Part I – The Northern States, Reports by States, with Statistics for 
Counties and a Summary for the United States. Washington, D.C.: 1931. 

United States Census of Agriculture: 1935. 

Volume II: Reports for States with Statistics for Counties and a Summary for the United 
States. Washington, D.C., 1936. 

Sixteenth Census of the United States: 1940.  

Agriculture, Volume III: General Report. Washington, D.C.: 1943. 

Agriculture: Value of Farm Products by Color and Tenure of Farm Operator. A Special 
Study by Irvin Holmes, Principal Statistician for Income and Value. Washington, D.C.: 
1944. 

Agriculture: Abandoned or Idle Farms. A Special Study. Washington, D.C.: 1943. 

United States Census of Agriculture: 1945. 

Volume I, Part 5: Illinois. Statistics for Counties. Washington, D.C.: 1946. 

United States Census of Agriculture: 1954. 

Volume I: Counties and State Economic Areas; Part 5: Illinois. Washington, D.C.: 1957. 

United States Census of Agriculture: 1964. 

Volume I, Part 12: Illinois. Washington, D.C.: 1967. 

1974 Census of Agriculture. 

Volume I, Part 13: Illinois. Washington, D.C.: 1977. 

1982 Census of Agriculture. 

Volume I, Geographic Area Series; Part 13: Illinois. Washington, D.C.: 1984. 

1992 Census of Agriculture. 

Volume I, Geographic Area Series; Part 13: Illinois. Washington, D.C.: 1994. 



  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey   
Homer Township  Bibliography – 13 
 

United States Department of the Interior. National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form for Stone 
Manor. Lockport, Illinois, vicinity. Listed 26 November 1980.  

Upton, Dell, and John Michael Vlach, editors. Common Places: Readings in American Vernacular 
Architecture. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1986.  

Upton, Dell, editor. America’s Architectural Roots: Ethnic Groups that Built America. New York: 
Preservation Press, John Wiley & Sons, 1986.  

“The Use of Concrete Work on the Farm.” Building Age. (February 1917): 99-105.  

Ward, Carrington R. “Staying On the Farm: Persistence, Growth, and Turnover in Lemont and Palos 
Townships, 1870–1880.” In Looking for Lemont: Place and People in an Illinois Canal Town. 
Studies on the Illinois and Michigan Canal Corridor, no. 7. Edited by Michael P. Conzen and Carl 
A. Zimring. Chicago: Committee on Geographical Studies, University of Chicago, 1994. 

What the Farmer Can Do with Concrete. Montreal, Quebec: Canada Cement Company Limited, n.d. 
[Circa 1920s.]  

Will County Directory for 1859–60. Compiled by John C.W. Bailey. Chicago: William H. Rand, 1859. 

Will County, Illinois: Land Resource Management Plan. 18 April 2002. 

Will County Places, Old and New. Will County Historical Society, 1982. 

Will County Property Owners, 1842. Reprint, Joliet, Illinois: Will County Historical Society, 1973. 

“William Gougar I was born in Northumberland County, Pennsylvania.” 1928. Handwritten manuscript in 
the collection of the New Lenox Public Library. 

Willman, H.B. Summary of the Geology of the Chicago Area. Illinois State Geological Survey Circular 
460. Urbana, Illinois, 1971. 

Winds of Fury: The Will County Tornado of 1990. Sun City West, Arizona: C.F. Boone, 1990. 

Wirt, F.A., J.I. Case Company, to Bernice G. Frazer, Lockport, Illinois. 18 February 1939. Article 
contained in “Materials and Historical Data Concerning John Lane, the Inventor of [the] First Steel 
Plow, 1833, Yankee Settlement, Homer Township, Section 20, Will County, Illinois,” compiled by 
Dorothy Frazer Francis, Manhattan, Illinois. Manuscript in the collection of the New Lenox Public 
Library. 

Woodruff, George H. Forty Years Ago: A Contribution to the Early History of Joliet and Will County. 
Joliet, Illinois: Joliet Republican Steam Printing House, 1874. 

⎯⎯⎯. Patriotism of Will County: Designed to Preserve the Names and Memory of Will County 
Soldiers. Joliet, Illinois: Joliet Republican Book and Job Steam Printing House, 1876. 

⎯⎯⎯. History of Will County, Illinois. Chicago: Wm. Le Baron Jr., & Company, 1878. 

Wooley, John C. M.S. Farm Buildings. New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1941. 



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.  
 

  Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey 
Bibliography – 14   Homer Township 
 

Worthen, A.H. Economical Geology of Illinois. Volume II. Springfield, Illinois, 1882. 

Maps and Aerial Photographs 

Many of the historic maps listed below were viewed on the websites of the Library of Congress at 
memory.loc.gov and the Grainger Map Library of the University of Illinois at images.grainger.uiuc.edu. 

Atlas & Plat Book, Will County, Illinois. Rockford, Illinois: Rockford Map Publishers, 1976. 

Atlas and Supplement: Indian Villages of the Illinois Country. Compiled by Sara Jones Tucker (1942) 
with supplement compiled by Wayne C. Temple (1975). Springfield, Illinois: Illinois State 
Museum, 1975. 

Bateman, Newton, and Paul Selby, editors. Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of Du Page 
County. Chicago: Munsell Publishing Company, 1913. 

Burhans, S.H., and J. Van Vechten. Map of Cook County, Illinois. 1861. 

⎯⎯⎯. Map of Cook County, Illinois. 1862. 

⎯⎯⎯. Map of Will County, Illinois. 1862. 

Certificate of Survey: Wheatland Township. St, Louis, Missouri: Surveyor’s Office, 1839.  

Chicago & Northwestern Railroad- Land Department. Map showing the Location of the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railway with its Branches & Connections through Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan. Chicago, 1862. 

Combination Atlas Map of Du Page County. Elgin, Illinois: Thompson Brothers & Burr, 1874. 

Combination Atlas Map of Will County. Elgin, Illinois: Thompson Brothers & Burr, 1873. 

Ensign, Bridgman & Fanning. Railroad and County Map of Illinois Showing Its Internal Improvements 
1854. New York, 1854. 

Farm Plat Book and Business Guide: Will County, Illinois. Joliet, Illinois: Rockford Map Publishers, Inc., 
1948. 

G.W. & C.B. Colton & Company. Map of Danville, Olney & Ohio River Railroad and its Connections. 
New York, 1881. 

G.W. & C.B. Colton & Company. Map of the Chicago and Southwestern Railway and the Chicago, Rock 
Island & Pacific Railroad and their Connections. New York, 1869. 

Geo. A. Ogle & Co. Plat Book, Will County, Illinois. Chicago, 1893. 

Geo. A. Ogle & Co. Standard Atlas of Will County, Illinois. Chicago, 1909. 

Lambert, Michael. Preliminary Study Map – Wheatland and Plainfield Township Stone Building District. 
1 June 1992. 



  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey   
Homer Township  Bibliography – 15 
 

Land Atlas and Plat Book, Will County, Illinois. Rockford, Illinois: Rockford Map Publishers, 1985. 

Map of the Counties of Cook, Du Page, the East Part of Kane and Kendall, the Northern Part of Will, 
State of Illinois. Chicago: James H. Rees, 1851. 

Map of Illinois Showing State Highways. State of Illinois Department of Public Works and Buildings, 
Division of Highways, 1 July 1930. Contained in Illinois Tourists Guide, 1930. 

Map of Will County, Illinois. Rockford, Illinois: Hixson Map Co., 1902. 

McBean, Williams. A Map of a part of the Southern & Western States Showing the Contemplated Route 
of the New Orleans & Ohio Railroad and the Central Railroad of Illinois, also the Route of the 
Mobile & Ohio Railroad Representing the Most Central, Direct and Practical Route for a Great 
National and Commercial Highway Between the Gulf of Mexico and the Great Northern Lakes, and 
by Various Branches and Intersections with Other Railways Connecting With All the Principal 
Cities of the United States. New Orleans, 1850. 

Plat Book of Du Page County, Illinois. Rockford, Illinois: W.W. Hixson and Co., 1940. 

Plat Book of Will County, Illinois. Rockford, Illinois, W.W. Hixson and Co., 1920. 

Plat Book of Will County, Illinois. Rockford, Illinois: W.W. Hixson and Co., n.d. [Circa 1928.] 

Plat Book of Will County, Illinois. Rockford, Illinois, W.W. Hixson and Co., n.d. [Circa 1940.] 

Rand McNally and Company. Map of Illinois Central R.R. Chicago: 1892. 

Rand McNally and Company. Railroad Map of Illinois Prepared Under the Direction of, and presented 
by, Cicero J. Lindly, Chas. S. Rannells, and Jos. E. Bidwell, Railroad and Warehouse 
Commissioners. Chicago: April 1, 1898. 

Snyder’s Real Estate Map of Cook County, Illinois. Chicago: L.M. Snyder and Co., 1886. 

Snyder’s Real Estate Map of Cook, Du Page, and Part of Will Counties. Chicago: William L. Mitchell, 
1898. 

State of Illinois Department of Registration and Education, State Geological Survey Division. Joliet 
Quadrangle. 1921. 

Tanner, H.S. Illinois and Missouri: Improved to 1825. [Map located in the collection of the Map and 
Geography Library, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.] 

Tri-annual Atlas & Plat Book, Du Page County, Illinois. Rockford, Illinois: Rockford Map Publishers, 
1964. 

Tri-annual Atlas & Plat Book, Will County, Illinois. Rockford, Illinois: Rockford Map Publishers, 1966. 

United States Agricultural Adjustment Agency. Aerial photographs of Will County, 1939. [Images 
viewed on the website of the Grainger Map Library of the University of Illinois at 
images.grainger.uiuc.edu.] 



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.  
 

  Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey 
Bibliography – 16   Homer Township 
 

United States Commodity Stabilization Service. Aerial photographs of Will County, 1954. [Images 
viewed on the website of the Grainger Map Library of the University of Illinois at 
images.grainger.uiuc.edu.] 

United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, Soil Map – Will County, Illinois, 
1980. 

Van Vechten, J. Map of Cook and Du Page Counties. 1870. 

Wheatland Township. Tax Assessment, 15 September 1851. 

Wheatland Township. U.S. Federal Census, 1860. 

Wheatland Township. [Circa 1860–1865.] 

Will County & Plat Book: Will County, Illinois. Rockford, Illinois: Rockford Map Publishers, 1990. 

Will County & Plat Book: Will County, Illinois. Rockford, Illinois: Rockford Map Publishers, 1998. 

Will County & Plat Book: Will County, Illinois. Rockford, Illinois: Rockford Map Publishers, 2000. 

Will County, Illinois: Official Farm Plat Book and Directory. Joliet, Illinois: Dreher & Schorie, 1970. 


	BIBLIOGRAPHY
	Previous Surveys
	Books, Articles, and Other Publications
	Maps and Aerial Photographs


