


Evaluating the PresentEvaluating the Present:    
How the Survey Assists Will County How the Survey Assists Will County 
From the early settlement of Will County’s farmsteads to the construction 
of the Illinois & Michigan Canal to the railroads to the interstates,           
the County has benefited greatly from its development.  The County 
utilizes the survey to ensure that its heritage will be preserved for future 
generations. 

Historical information about the County’s existing properties, together 
with data regarding those that may have been lost, helps the County 
develop its preservation planning policies. Based upon the research and 
inventory information, the survey provides recommendations on which 
sites should be preserved.  Most importantly, the survey identifies 
individual local and national register eligible landmarks and historic 
districts.

Planning for the FuturePlanning for the Future: : 
What the Survey Means for You What the Survey Means for You 

Understanding traditions, culture, and history are incredibly 

important as Will County moves forward in its planning efforts. 

In recognition of the fact that its historic resources play an 

integral role in improving the quality of life for its citizens and 

contribute to building better communities, Will County has 

integrated historic preservation into its current and long range 

planning efforts.  The survey information may be used in the 

review process for projects related to landmark nominations, 

zoning, and building. 

 

Preserving historic buildings and the cultural landscape can be 

accomplished in a manner that will accommodate the needs of 

the present while assuring a respect for the past. Will County 

remains dedicated to helping you honor and protect the places 

that contribute to our history of where we have been, and 

embrace where we are going.  

 

Whether it is incorporating a historic building into new                 

development, preserving the last round barn, or encouraging the 

conservation of farmland, with your assistance, Will County can 

move forward in protecting your community’s historic 

landmarks. We encourage you to talk with us about your concerns 

or ideas for preserving the places that matter to you and your 

community. 

 

For detailed information and to view the full survey reports                       

for Wheatland, Plainfield, Lockport, DuPage, Homer, New 

Lenox, Green Garden, Manhattan, and Frankfort, please call the 

Commission at 815.727.8430 or visit: 

www.willcountylanduse.com/HPC/RuralStructuralSurveys.html. 

 

Surveying the Past: Surveying the Past: 
What the Survey Does What the Survey Does 
As early as the 1970s, Will County’s Rural Structures Survey has been 
a key component of the County’s historic preservation planning 
program. An ongoing project, the survey allows the County to  
inventory and document information related to its historic buildings 
and structures throughout unincorporated Will County.  

Will County’s rural structures surveys are conducted according to 
National Park Service standards and serve as companion documents 
to the County’s Historic Preservation Ordinance, Historic and 
Cultural Preservation Plan (1976) and Land Resource Management 
Plan (2002). The Survey includes the following components:
   • Inventory of all rural buildings and structures 50 
      years and older;  
   • Historic research, photographic documentation (taken from public 
      right-of-way, unless property owner permits otherwise); 
   • Comprehensive database of all surveyed properties which includes 
      a sketch site plan; 
   • Detailed architectural information for each property such as building 
      material and structural integrity; 
   • Geographic Information Systems maps; and
   • A report that examines the overall rural themes present in the County 
     and evaluates the local landmark and National Register potential 
     of each building and structure.

 

 

Farmhouses, barns, corncribs,Farmhouses, barns, corncribs, crops, tree 
groves, and the list goes on.  What do all of these things 

have in common? They are defining features of Will County’s 
rural heritage and cultural landscape. These historic 

and cultural resources are also the subject of one of 
Will County’s most important preservation planning tools: 

its rural historic structures surveyrural historic structures survey. 
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Example of Rural Survey Map with Identified Significant Properties




